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Thank you 

to 
Culinary Institute  

and Rhinebeck 

Savings Bank for 

their  

continued support of 

the chamber. 

Good For Business. Good For The Red Hook Area. 

 

Welcome Fellow 
Chamber Members.  
Hope everyone had a 

great summer. October is 
here and the fall is quickly 
approaching us, bringing 
crisp, cool air and a host of fall activities.  October 
16th The Hyde Park Chamber of Commerce as 
well as Hyde Park Farmers Market and The Town 
of Hyde Park bring a wonderful harvest festival to 
Hyde Park.  9:00am ï 2:00pm there will be flea 
market vendors and crafts vendors selling their 
goodies during the Farmers Market.  The activities 
will be at the Town Hall lawn and parking lot.  
Dot and Paul Chenevert have put endless hours of 
volunteer work organizing and keeping the farmers 
market running.  Speaking of Dot and Paul Chen-
evert, The Green Oak Florist has been voted ñBest 
of the Hudson Valley Floristò by Hudson Valley 
magazine.  What a great honor given to the Green 
Oak Florist and Dot and Paul Chenevert.  What a 
well-deserved award for two great people.  Con-
gratulation Dot and Paul!  Also Honors are in 
order for Hyde Park Chamber of Commerce Hon-
orary Board Member Mr. John Paxton.  John is 
being honored by The Mill Street Loft for his end-
less time and energy he has given to the advance-
ment of the arts.  John truly is a pillar in the art 
community.  The event will be on October 21st 
from 5:00pm to 7:00pm at the Vassar Alumnae 
House.  Congratulation John!     

      We welcome Hyde Park Superintendent 
of schools, Dr. Greer Fisher back to our area.  Dr. 
Fisher grew up in Hyde Park and attended Hyde 
Park schools. At the Chamberôs September break-
fast meeting Dr. Fisher said she was honored to be 
chosen as Hyde Park School Superintendent and 
welcomes 
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Proudly serving the Northern Dutchess Region for 50 years  

 

 

Upcoming December Event 
 

After Hours at Portofinoõs 
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Chamber 

October 28, 2010  

Monthly Chamber Breakfast Meeting 

Location:  Eveready Diner 

Address: 4184 Albany Post Rd.  

Hyde Park, NY 12538 
                                     

7:30-9:00 am 

 Speaker: Assemblyman Joel Miller and his  

Opponent Alyssa Kogon  
Sponsor: Craig Thomas Pest Control 

 

Emergency One will have a Clinical Coordinator 
Speak and have flu shots with her if anyone is 

Interested to receiving one at the Chamber 
Discount rate of $20. 

 
Event is $13.00 for members & $15.00 for non members 

For Reservations call The Hyde Park Chamber (845-229-8612) 
Or E-mail us at info@hydeparkchamber.org 

Visit our website information at www.hydeparkchamber.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Chamber October Breakfast Meeting 

NEWS 

Now open for the 2010 !  

Autumn Season 
Saturdays  

9 amð2 pm 

June 5ð October 29 

At the Town Hall Parking Lot 

 

For Information on 

Becoming a vendor or  

Holding an event 

Call 229-9111 

 

Meet You At the Market! 

Officers & Board 

 

OFFICERS 

John Coppola - President 

Dot Chenevert, A.I.F.D.-

1st Vice President 

Barbara Herrmann-

Treasurer 

Tina Payeur-Secretary 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Robert Delarm 

Tim  Millard  

John Paxton 

Stuart Davis 

Sharon Matyas 

David Meyerson 

Dr. Robert Manning 

Richard Wambach 

 

 

mailto:info@hydeparkchamber.org
http://www.hydeparkchamber.org/


 

JBS Services 

John A. Baker Jr.         
5 Barent Lane               
Poôk, NY 12603           
(845) 494-9121 

 

 

 

C. Delong       
Homecare       

Christine DeLong        
PO Box 400                  

Hyde Park, NY 12538     
(845) 453-8843 

 

Welcome To 

Our New 

Members!  
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0:60     Do What You Can to Prevent Late Payments 
Establish a standard policy for payment and make your customers aware of them before starting work. Some 

types of businesses may require all or a portion of the payment up front, while others allow terms such as pay-

ment within 30 days after receipt of invoice (i.e., Net 30). Your invoices should also clearly state any surcharges 

for late payments.   

0:49     Be Careful with Credit 
If you provide goods or services on credit, develop qualification standards that are specific, yet fair (e.g., a good 

credit history from a credit bureau or good bank references).  Put your credit policy in writing and make sure all 

employees understand it.  You should also have the policy posted in your store, or available as a handout. 

0:36     Take the Right Attitude  
Your collections policy will do no good unless you enforce it. Do not shy away from a potential confrontation, 

but avoid provoking it as well. If youôve met your obligation and a customer has not, youôre entirely in the right.   

0:29     Find Out Why 
On the other hand, donôt assume the customer is entirely wrong. Contact the delinquent account and ask po-

litely for an explanation. It may well be that the invoice has been lost or is awaiting approval. A customer with 

cash flow problems may request extra time. How you proceed may be very situational.  Based on your experience 

with the customer, you may feel confident enough to allow extra time or installment payments. Make sure you 

and the customer clearly understand any compromise. Be flexible, but firm. 

0:15     Take Stronger Action 
If your collection attempts fail, it may be time to turn to an attorney or collections firm.  Terms for these ser-

vices vary; they may require a fee and/or a percentage of the invoice amount, or a retainer. Again, your course of 

action will depend on the situation. You may decide the amount of the overdue account does not justify the 

cost and effort to collect. Write it off as a bad debt and move on.   

0:09     Donôt Make the Same Mistake Twice 
Most everyone deserves a second chance.  Should customers with poor payment histories approach you about 

working for them or restoring credit, donôt immediately refuse unless you are absolutely certain they remain bad 

risks. Ask them to explain how their situation has changed and decide whether it makes sense to restore the 

relationship. As a precaution, insist on stricter terms such as advance payment or cash-only.  

0:03     Donôt Go it Alone 
The small business experts at SCORE can help you establish a payment and credit policy that makes sense for 

your business, as well as strategies for collecting on delinquent accounts. 

 

 

6 0  Se c o n d  G u i d e  t o  C o l l e c t i n g  Pay m e n ts  
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Chamber NEWS 

Newsletter 

Advertising  

 

All the ads you see 

in this newsletter  

are  a benefit for 

sponsor ing  a 

Chamber Break-

fast. It is posted at 

no cost  to the 

Chamber Member 

and reaches all of 

our Chamber 

members. Why 

not think about a 

special time you 

might want to 

sponsor  an event? 

Sponsoring an 

event is an excel-

lent way to reach 

your local cus-

tomer base and 

promote goodwill 

throughout the 

membership. Con-

tact the Chamber 

office for informa-

tion.                

 

 

 

 F reelance, or independent contractor are both terms for 

a similar type of small business operation with a key 

trait in commonðconstantly looking for new gigs to fill their time 

and pay the bills. For these owners, the Internet has become a 

boon to finding  work. Web sites that play matchmaker between 

employers and freelancers have taken the art of project hunting to 

new levels. 

To be successful  as a freelancer, you need to hone  your projectð

finding skills. Two keys to being successful at this are consistency 

and dedication. Most independent contractors already know that 

the search for work is constant, so youôll enjoy it more if you 

develop a passion for finding the next big project. 

Project sites for freelancers vary in their approach. Some work on 

a bid system where employers post projects and freelancers bid on 

the work. These sites will likely take a cut of your proceeds. Oth-

ers are more like a job board where  projects are posted and you 

respond with a pitch letter and resume directly to the employer. 

Some sites to visit include guru.com, sologig.com and elance.com, 

which cover all industries and areas, as well as aquent.com, which 

specializes in the fields of marketing and creative services.  

To learn more about finding projects for your business, contact 

SCORE ñCounselors to Americaôs Small Business.ò SCORE is a 

nonprofit organization that provides free, confidential business 

counseling and workshops. Call (845) 454-1700 , ext. 1021 for 

the Dutchess Chapter of  SCORE or find a counselor online at 

www.score.org. 

Find More Freelance Work Planning Board Updates 

E arlier this year, the Chen family purchased a 
residence at the corner of Mansion Drive and 

Route 9, hoping to build a new structure for their 
Dunkin Donuts franchise located just north of the 
site. 

The current Route 9 Dunkin Donuts has been lauded 
for its design and integration into the Hyde Park land-
scape through its use of stone fascia;  however, to 
many residents and travelers, the insufficient queuing 
area has led to traffic back-ups that frustrate anyone 
trying to navigate the area in the early morning. 

At our first public hearing, Mansion Drive residents 
flooded town hall to speak in opposition to this pro-
posal.  Most felt that any change from private home to 
commercial space at the entry to their neighborhood 
would fundamentally alter its character.  Virtually all 
were upset that an entry and exit on Mansion itself 
was proposed. 

The good news is that the Chens listened and have 
decided to relocate the store to another site alto-
gether.  They purchased ñColonial Plazaò ï long time 
residents refer to it as the old Brennerôs Dairy, but 
newer ones recall it as the former home of Mother 
Earth ï and are currently evaluating layouts based on 
early input from the Planning Board as well as County 
Planning. 

They should be presenting a proposal to the full 
Board shortly.  In the meantime, they are hoping to 
find a financial institution that would be interested in 
leasing the current DD location.  The Board has al-
ready indicated that any changes to the structure 
would also require a change in the location of the 
drive-through window, to avoid the kinds of traffic 
nightmares seen there now. 

You can now stay posted to proposals the Planning 

Board are reviewing on the townôs channel 22.  Our 

monthly meetings are broadcast live (the first and 

third Wednesdays of each month at 7:00 pm) with 

repeats throughout each week. 

 

 

December 7
th
, 2010 

After Hours 

Location: Portofinoôs Ristorante 

Address: 54 Old Post Road Staats-

burg, NY 12580 

5:30pm 

Sponsor: Portofinoôs Ristorante 

December After Hours  



 

 

 

The Hyde Park        

Visual Environment 

Committee  

Due to popular de-
mand, the Hyde Park 
Visual Environment 
Committee will be host-
ing "Home for the Holi-
days" a tour of local 
homes adorned in their 
holiday finery.  It will 
take place on December 
5th from 1:00 - 4:00 
pm.  The tour will com-
mence at Cranberries at 
Tilley Hall where tickets 
may be purchased and 
maps obtained.  For 
more information call 
Hilary at 229-5955.  We 
are seeking nominees 
for our long standing 
tradition of presenting 
Beautification Awards 
to any individual in 
Hyde Park who has 
substantially improved 
their property in the 
last two years.  The 
categories are business, 
residence, institution, 
signage, stone walls, 
landscaping and going 
green.  The Beautifica-
tion Awards ceremony 
will take place in early 
January and is a great 
community event with 
ref reshments and 
a  celebration of the 
efforts of all to make 
Hyde Park a more beau-
t i f u l  p l a c e  t o 
live.  Please consider 
nominating someone in 
any of the above catego-
ries by sending the ad-
dress of the property to: 
HPVEC, PO Box 125, 
Hyde Park, NY 12538. 
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Chamber November Breakfast Meeting 

November 18, 2010 
Location: Vanderbilt Visitor Center Pavilion 

Address: Vanderbilt Mansion National Historic Site 
Albany Post Road 

Hyde Park, NY 12538 
7:30-9:00 am 

Catered by: Cranberryôs at Tilley Hall 
Speakers: Sarah Olson & a member of the RVHA Board of Directors 

Sponsors: Roosevelt-Vanderbilt Historical Association   
Those attending breakfast are invited into the mansion to preview: 

 ñVanderbilt decorated for the Holidayò 
ñDoor Prizeò from the RVHA museum store 

  
Event is $13.00 for members & $15.00 for non members 

and must be paid for by November 15
th

, 2010 
Checks can be made out to the Hyde Park Chamber of Commerce 

And sent to PO Box 17 Hyde Park, NY 12538  
Please call for Reservations The Hyde Park Chamber (845-229-8612) 

Or E-mail us at info@hydeparkchamber.org 

mailto:info@hydeparkchamber.org
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H y d  e    P a r kH y d  e    P a r kH y d  e    P a r k   

Fall Fest 2010Fall Fest 2010Fall Fest 2010   

SATURDAY  OCTOBER 16, 2010 

C o m e  e n j o y  a  f u n  f i l l e d  a u t u m n  d a y  i n  H i s t o r i c  H y d e  P a r k   

 
9 amð2 pm 

 
At the Town Hall Parking Lot 

 
For Information on 

Becoming a vendor or  

Holding an event 

Call 229-9111 

 

 

9 pmð2 pm 

 

At the Town Hall Parking Lot 

 

For Information on 

Becoming a vendor or  

Holding an event 

2:00 PM-7:00PM 
@ Hacket Hill Park 

 
Midway Rides by Osborn Entertainment 

Halloween Costume Contest 

Pumpkin Carving Contest 

ñOn Stageò- JG Dance Works Two, Leclercôs Martial 
Arts & MoJo Myles Band 

Crafts & Merchandise Vendors- Crafts- Displays 

Health & Safety Booths- Family Fun Area 

Hyde Park Restaurant and Retail Outlets are encouraged to participate  
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Interesting Bits 

of Historical 

Trivia  

 

As incredible as 
it sounds, men 
and women took 
baths only twice 
a year (May 
and October) 
Women kept their 
hair  covered, 
while men shaved 
their  heads 
(because of lice 
and bugs) 
and wore wigs. 
Wealthy men 
could afford good 
wigs made 
from wool. They 
couldn't wash the 
wigs, so to clean 
them they would 
carve out a loaf 
of bread, put the 
wig in the shell, 
and bake it for 30 
minutes.  The 
heat would make 
the wig big and 
fluffy, hence the 
term 'big wig.' 
Today we often 
use the term 
'here comes the 
Big Wig' because 
someone    ap-
pears to be or 
is powerful 
and wealthy. 

 

 

 

 

the new challenge.  She stated she is 
glad to be back in Hyde Park where her 
roots are.       

      Our Chamber newsletter 
reaches over 250 business members and 
is a GREAT source of communication.  
It is a great way to reach out to the 
Hyde Park Business community.  To be 
a part of our newsletter submit your 
info to our website Hydeparkcham-
ber.org.   

Our October breakfast proves 
to be a very informative breakfast.  Our 
two guest speakers will be Assemblyman 
Joel Miller and his opponent Alyssa 
Kogon.  The breakfast will be held at 
the Eveready Diner on October 28th at 
7:30am.  Email or call the Chamber 
office for reservations.  Our sponsor, 
for the October breakfast is Craig Tho-
mas Pest Control.  After our breakfast, 
Emergency One will be giving flu shots 
to all chamber members that are inter-
ested.  Have a great fall. 

THINK LOCAL, SHOP LOCAL, 
THINK HYDE PARK. 

John Coppola      

President Hyde Park Chamber 
Coppolaôs Restaurant 


